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Spreading wealth 
Sherraden's research develops 
into Clinton's 'USA' proposal 
BY GERRY EVERDING 
When President Clinton 
called for the creation of 
government-subsidized 
individual retirement savings 
accounts in his 1999 State of the 
Union Address, he was drawing 
directly on concepts first con- 
ceived and long championed by 
Michael Sherraden, Ph.D., 
director of the Center for Social 
Development at Washington 
University. 
"The idea that poor 
people's savings 
accounts ought to be 
matched in some way by 
the government comes 
directly out of my work 
on Individual Develop- 
ment Accounts," said 
Sherraden, the Ben- 
jamin Youngdahl 
Professor of Social 
Policy at the George 
Warren Brown School 
of Social Work. "This is a good 
example of applied research that 
is speeding right into the realm of 
policy." 
Sherraden is co-chair of the 
"Growing Wealth Working 
Group," a small group of aca- 
demic, non-profit and policy 
leaders who have helped shape 
Sherraden: Work 
"speeds into policy 
White House and Treasury 
Department proposals for 
creation of the new assisted 
savings accounts. Leadership of 
the group comes from the Center 
for Social Development and the 
Corporation for Enterpise 
Development in Washington, 
D.C. 
The name that Clinton 
proposed for the savings pro- 
gram, "Universal Savings 
Accounts," is one of several that 
Sherraden proposed to the 
working group. 
In his Jan. 19 
address, Clinton called 
for allocating $500 
billion of the budget 
surplus over 15 years to 
support Universal 
Savings Accounts. 
Under his plan, 
individuals would 
receive a flat tax credit 
to make contributions 
to the accounts, and the 
government would then provide 
more tax credits to match a 
portion of the worker's savings. 
"By providing this new tax 
credit for retirement savings, we 
can make it possible for all 
Americans to have a stake in the 
remarkable economic growth 
See Sherraden, page 7 
Libraries' union catalog 
vastly expands resources 
BY CHRISTINE FARMER 
The volume of material 
available through the 
University's libraries has more 
than doubled, thanks to a new 
state-wide catalog that allows 
faculty, staff and students to 
borrow materials from libraries at 
Saint Louis University and the 
four University of Missouri 
campuses. 
"Our University has 3.3 
million volumes in its catalog; the 
five other universities' holdings 
bring the union catalog total to 
7 million," said Shirley Baker, vice 
chancellor for information 
technology and dean of Univer- 
sity Libraries. "Within four years, 
50 colleges and universities in 
Missouri will be on board raising 
the number of volumes available 
to 13 million." 
The new union catalog came 
online Jan. 4 through the Mobius 
consortium, a cooperative effort 
among academic libraries in 
Missouri. Baker, a member of the 
Mobius executive committee, 
added that increased access to 
materials is not the only benefit 
of the catalog. 
"The speed of delivery is 
much better than traditional 
See Catalog, page 6 
Media Spotlight Mark A. Clements, a sixth-year M.D./Ph.D. student and a member of the Catholic 
Student Center (CSC), is interviewed by correspondent Cynthia Bowers of CBS "This Morning" for a 
piece about the growing number of students turning to the Catholic Church. The segment aired 
Jan. 26 in conjunction with Pope John Paul ll's St. Louis visit. Also appearing in the broadcast: CSC 
members Joe Wright, a first year graduate student; senior Sarah E. Haynes; and the Rev. Gary G. 
Braun, the center's director. Braun was quoted in The Washington Post and The Christian Science 
Monitor and did interviews on MSNBC, KMOX-AM and KTRS-AM as well. 
Research support efforts expanding 
The Research Support Services 
Assessment Project (RSSAP), 
under the direction of 
Theodore J. Cicero, Ph.D., vice 
chancellor for research, is making 
strides toward enhancing research 
administration support services 
for faculty and department 
administrators. 
As a starting point, Cicero and 
the members of a research 
administration project manage- 
ment team developed a vision 
statement for research administra- 
tion. Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton 
and an Executive Advisory Group 
for Research Administration 
(EAG) have overwhelmingly 
endorsed this vision. 
Wrighton initiated the RSSAP 
in 1997 to assess faculty and 
department administrators' views 
of research administration 
support systems at the University. 
The assessment results indicated 
that satisfaction is low and current 
processes are fragmented and 
overlapping. The process is 
complicated as well by increased 
external regulatory requirements. 
The assessment also concluded 
that the University currently lacks 
the technology needed to submit 
grants electronically, required by 
federal mandate as of July 1, 2000. 
At its inaugural meeting in 
December, the EAG ratified the 
following vision for research 
administration: 
"Research administration at 
Washington University is a faculty 
focused, integrated infrastructure, 
which supports and advances the 
growth of research. The infra- 
structure provides clearly defined 
leadership and responsibility 
necessary for timely, effective 
decision making and communica- 
tion. The success of research 
administration depends on a 
dynamic and mutually beneficial 
relationship among faculty, 
departments, schools, central 
administration areas and external 
funding/regulatory agencies." 
Cicero, commenting on the 
project, said: "Research adminis- 
tration is the framework through 
which our faculty conduct their 
scientific endeavors. The primary 
goal, then, for research adminis- 
tration is to provide faculty and 
their department administrators 
with an efficient mechanism that 
supports and protects them to its 
fullest capabilities." 
In addition to the vision 
statement, the EAG also endorsed 
an action plan for ongoing process 
improvements to support the 
vision. 
Its first priority is information 
technology. A newly created 
Information Technology Task 
Force is developing a plan for 
electronic proposal submission 
and improving managerial/ 
financial reporting for faculty. Part 
of that task force — an Electronic 
Submission Work Group — will 
assess the University's readiness to 
submit electronic proposals and 
recommend modifications to meet 
this requirement. And with 
significant input from individual 
faculty members, a Managerial      ' 
Reporting Work Group is working 
on recommendations for new 
managerial/financial reports. These 
See Research, page 6 
Front-line social service workers take graduate training into community 
Jewellette Donald, program site manager at the Mann School, 
St. Louis, discusses her work with her mentor, Melford P. Ferguson 
of Area Resources for Community and Human Services. 
BY GERRY EVERDING 
Cynthia McCarthy admits being 
a bit apprehensive about the 
notion of returning to school. She 
had earned a master's degree in 
gerontology from North Texas 
State University, but that was 20 
years ago. Now, she had a husband, 
children and a full-time job with 
an agency providing social services 
in St. Louis public schools. 
Still, the offer was hard to resist. 
Her employer, St. Louis Caring 
Communities Programs, was 
encouraging her to take part in the 
program, which offered 17 months 
of free interdisciplinary training in 
community development and 
leadership skills she could use in 
her work with students and 
families in the Cherokee Street 
neighborhood of South St. Louis. 
"I saw it as something I 
couldn't pass up," said McCarthy, 
now entering her second semester 
in the Urban Family and Commu- 
nity Development (UFCD) 
graduate certificate program, 
administered by the George 
Warren Brown School of Social 
Work. "It's been wonderful because 
the information we're learning is 
definitely job-related. It's given me 
additional skills to work with the 
community, which is a vital part of 
my job." 
McCarthy was one of five 
students in the program who 
discussed their experiences at a 
meeting Monday, Feb. 1, with 
program faculty, community 
leaders and other participants. 
The meeting was hosted by the 
St. Louis-based Danforth 
Foundation, which helped spur 
the program and has contributed 
$225,000 toward its operation. 
Tuition for state employees is 
being covered by a $800,000 grant 
from the Family Investment Trust, 
a nonprofit funding arm of seven 
Missouri state agencies. 
See Community, page 6 
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New law dean Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton and third-year law student Tara Casey, president of 
the Student Bar Association, were among those greeting new School of taw Dean Joel Seligman, 
J.D., right, during a Jan. 23 welcome In Holmes Lounge. Seligman, who becomes dean July 1, also 
will be first to hold the Ethan A. H. Shepley University Chair. 
Series on work, family and 
policy sets spring schedule 
Lab purchasing pact means big savings 
BY CHRISTINE FARMER 
For the first time in the 
University's history, all 
laboratory and scientific 
supplies can be bought from the 
same distributor, yielding a projected 
$1 million in savings just this year. 
A five-year contract with Fisher 
Scientific was signed last month to 
consolidate purchasing of lab 
supplies through the University's 
purchasing department. 
"We are projecting buying $10 
million worth of supplies this year 
and saving $ 1 million," said Alan 
Kuebler, executive director of 
resource management. "It's an 
eight to 10 percent savings 
projection aggregately. Depending 
on a given lab's product mix, the   . 
savings might be even greater." 
Fisher is providing the Univer- 
sity with everything from chemi- 
cals and petri dishes to electro- 
phoresis systems. 
"What this contract represents 
is a new way of looking at consoli- 
dating the University's purchases," 
Kuebler said. "Prior to this 
contract, many departments might 
have been using the same product 
but paying several different prices. 
Different labs were using different 
distributors." 
Kuebler's staff and representa- 
tives from Fisher have been 
meeting with various departments 
at the School of Medicine and plan 
to meet soon with people in 
chemistry and biology on the 
Hilltop Campus. 
"In the meetings we are showing 
the researchers and lab technicians 
the contract highlights and benefits 
to the University," Kuebler said. "We 
also discuss turnaround times for 
delivery, inventory and other 
benefits beyond pricing." 
Other positives of the contract 
include: 
• Order completion within 24 
hours 98 percent of the time; 
• Two-month supply of items in 
stock for custom reserve invento- 
ries; 
• No freight or handling charges; 
• Needs analysis performed by 
Fisher with departments; 
• Greater discounts for lab 
startups; 
• Further discounts for high- 
volume items, with the low price 
extended University-wide; 
• Long-term price protection. 
"We used to have quarterly 
price changes," Kuebler said. "The 
current prices are in effect until 
March 31 and then prices will be 
negotiated through the end of the 
year. After that it will be done on a 
calendar year basis. We are 
vigilantly watching the market- 
place to ensure the prices are 
where we need them to be." 
Kuebler added that Fisher is 
eager to participate in the 
University's initiative to increase 
diversity among suppliers. 
The new contract also has 
launched a trial run job position. 
Kuebler appointed an employee as 
a customer liaison in an effort to 
ensure that the user departments 
needs are being addressed. 
"One of the routine complaints 
over the last two years was that, 
once a purchasing initiative 
started, there was no ongoing 
monitoring of its effectiveness," he 
said. "How do we know it's doing 
well and that the supplier is living 
up to its commitments? We now 
have that watchdog who will 
ensure that Fisher does everything 
they have committed to and who 
will help resolve any problems. 
Having a customer liaison is a 
service that has been well received 
by many of the departments. We 
will eventually implement this 
service on all major agreements." 
News Briefs 
Help with diabetes 
If someone in your family has 
Type 1 diabetes, you or your 
child could be at risk for the 
disease and might benefit from a 
School of Medicine study to see if 
Type 1 diabetes can be prevented 
or delayed. The national study is 
called the Diabetes Prevention 
Trial-Type 1. 
Most immediate and extended 
family members of people with 
Type 1 diabetes are eligible for a 
free screening to see if they are at 
risk for the disease and qualify 
for the study, which is being led 
locally by Neil White, M.D., 
associate professor of pediatrics. 
To schedule a screening, call 
454-6205 or 1-800-HALT-DM1. 
Flextime 
Where workloads permit and full 
service can be maintained, 
departments may use alternative 
work schedules, sometimes 
referred to as "flexible working 
hours." Any department head 
interested in establishing 
alternative work schedules should 
contact the Human Resources 
Office at 935-5990. Alternative 
schedules must be approved by 
the appropriate supervising dean 
or vice chancellor (from the 
Hilltop Campus' "Summary of 
Policies and Procedures"). 
Campus quiz: Where can one 
find these handsome lamps? 
Answer below. 
New strategy 
California Gov. Gray Davis is 
backing a controversial plan to 
increase diversity in the University 
of California system by admitting 
the top 4 percent of every high 
school graduating class. The plan 
is aimed at increasing the numbers 
of black, Hispanic and low-income 
white students admitted to the UC 
system, which has suffered a 
decline in minority admissions 
since affirmative action was 
banned in 1996. 
The plan increases emphasis on 
class rank and decreases the 
importance of students' 
standardized test scores. 
Opponents say it will raise 
admissions of students from 
the state's less competitive high 
schools and deny admission to 
better qualified students at 
other high schools. 
Did you know? 
Washington University, then 
known as the Washington 
Institute of St. Louis, opened 
Oct. 22,1854, with the launch 
of a night school. Though the 
institute had no building, no 
faculty, no course of study, not 
even a book to call its own, 270 
students had registered by the 
end of the first year. They 
ranged in age from 8 to 46; 
60 percent were foreign born, 
representing more than a 
dozen nationalities. 
Answer: These lamps adorn the 
west fagade of the Medical 
Campus' North Building on 
Euclid Ave. 
"News Briefs" includes short items on a 
wide range of subjects, typically 
information about resources, benefits and 
opportunities available to faculty and staff. 
Readers are invited to submit briefs, which 
will be used as space permits, to Betsy 
Rogers, Campus Box 1070, or by e-mail, 
Betsy_Rogers@aismail.wustl.edu. 
Faculty members and 
graduate students from 
Washington University, the 
University of Missouri-St. Louis, 
and other area universities with an 
interest in topics relating to labor, 
households, health care law and 
social welfare are invited to take 
part in a series of Monday brown- 
bag luncheon seminars to be held 
bi-weekly through April. 
Now in its third year, the 
"Work, Families and Public Policy" 
series features one-hour presenta- 
tions on current research interests 
of faculty from across campus and 
from other universities. The 
presentations, which are held in 
Room 300 Eliot Hall, run from 
noon to 1 p.m. and are followed by 
a half-hour discussion period. 
Designed to promote interdisci- 
plinary research, the series was 
organized by Michael Sherraden, 
Ph.D., the Benjamin E. Youngdahl 
Professor of Social Development 
and director of the Center for Social 
Development at the George Warren 
Brown School of Social Work, and 
Robert Pollak, Ph.D., the Hernreich 
Distinguished Professor of Eco- 
nomics in the College of Arts and 
Sciences and the John M. Olin 
School of Business. 
Upcoming lectures in the 
series are: 
Feb. 8: "Community 
Foundations and Poverty 
Reduction," Joyce Malombe, 
World Bank; 
Feb. 22: "How and Why 
Family Structure Affects 
Children," Donna Ginther, 
Washington University; 
March 8: "Medicare 
Managed Care Enrollment: 
Determinants and Policy 
Implications," Timothy 
McBride, University of Mis- 
souri-St. Louis; 
March 22: "Decomposing 
Trends in Earnings Inequality," 
Barton Hamilton, Washington 
University; 
April 5: "The Consequences 
of Inequality for Children's 
Education," Susan Mayer, 
University of Chicago; 
April 19: "In-Law Resources, 
Parental Resources and 
Distribution within Marriage," 
Jere R. Behrman, University of 
Pennsylvania. 
For more information, 
contact Pollak at 935-4918 
(pollak@mail.olin.wustl.edu); 
or Sherraden at 935-6691 
(sherrad@gwbssw.wustl.edu). 
ABS Awareness Week highlights 
Black History Month calendar 
Programs and forums in 
commemoration of February 
as "Black History Month" got an 
early start on campus — kicking 
off with the Martin Luther King Jr. 
remembrance in mid-January. 
Highlighting the month-long 
celebration will be the Association 
of Black Students' (ABS) Aware- 
ness Week, to be held Feb. 8-12. 
The week's events include: 
• Feb. 8 — Workers' Apprecia- 
tion Day, designed to bring 
recognition to University staff who 
work in food services, housekeep- 
ing and other vital services; 
• Feb. 9 — Visibility Day, in 
which the University community is 
invited to wear black clothing as a 
show of support; 
• Feb. 10 — Community Service 
Day, an all-day opportunity to join 
ABS members in making 
Valentine's Day cards for children, 
Mallinckrodt Lower Level; 
• Feb. 11 — Poetry reading, an 
open-microphone forum, 7 p.m., 
Friedman Lounge; 
• Feb. 12 — "Bring a Friend 
Friday" ABS meeting, to which the 
University community is invited, 
5 p.m., Rebstock 215. 
Other ABS events for the 
month include a Feb. 13 donation 
ceremony for proceeds raised 
during the joint ABS and Asian 
Multicultural Council's Wash U 
World Kitchen project, and a 
Feb. 17 ABS Game Show Night, 
featuring black history trivia. 
For more information, contact 
Keri McWilliams at 935-1255. 
Fire dancers, food, healing fair 
part of Cultural Celebration 1999 
Polynesian fire dancers, 
alternative medicines, a 
wheelchair-navigated obstacle 
course and a renowned avant-garde 
composer highlight the Campus Y's 
weeklong Cultural Celebration 
1999, to be held Feb. 14-20. 
Scheduled events include: 
• Feb. 14: Cross-cultural 
Bedtime Stories at 8:30 p.m. in 
Friedman Lounge; 
• Feb. 15: Taste of the World at 
4 p.m. in Mallinckrodt Center; 
• Feb. 16: Cross-cultural 
Healing Fair at 7:30 p.m. in 
Friedman Lounge; 
• Feb. 17: Assembly Series 
speaker Arthur Golden, author of 
"Memoirs of a Geisha," at 11 a.m. 
in Graham Chapel; 
• Feb. 17: International 
Coffeehouse, featuring the 
Hawaiian Polynesian Revue, at 
8 p.m. in the Gargoyle; 
• Feb. 18: Disabilities Awareness 
Fair at 7:30 p.m. in Friedman 
Lounge; 
• Feb. 19: Philip Glass in concert 
at 8 p.m. in Edison Theatre; 
• Feb. 20: "Black Anthology" at 
7 p.m. in Edison Theatre; 
• Feb. 20: Filmboard showing of 
"Kundun" at 7 and 9:30 p.m. in 
Room 100 Brown Hall. 
Co-sponsors for the event include 
Access Wash U, Assembly Series, 
Black Anthology, Campus Y, Disabled 
Student Services, Edison Theatre, 
Filmboard, Gargoyle Committee, 
Hawaii Club, Office of Student 
Activities, Residential Life, South 40, 
Student Union and the YMCA. 
For more information, call 
935-5010. 
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Medical School Update 
SdbdtOQB How virus avoids immune response suggests idea for treating asthma 
BY LINDA SAGE 
Scientists have discovered how 
a respiratory virus sabotages 
the airway's response to 
infection. By latching onto a 
protein that turns on certain 
genes, it intercepts a signal that 
would lead to inflammation. 
Aiding and abetting the virus 
might prevent respiratory 
problems such as asthma, the 
researchers argue. 
"The virus has taken advantage 
of us, so perhaps we could take 
advantage of the virus," said 
Michael J. Holtzman, M.D., who 
headed the research group. 
Holtzman is the Selma and 
Herman Seldin Professor of 
Medicine, director of the Division 
of Pulmonary and Critical Care 
Medicine and associate professor 
of cell biology and physiology. A 
member of his research team, 
Dwight C. Look, M.D., assistant 
professor of medicine, is lead 
author of the paper reporting 
their findings, which appeared in 
a recent issue of Immunity. 
Whereas most doctors 
attribute asthma to allergies, 
Holtzman believes the disorder 
results from an overreaction to 
viral infection. 
Over the past five years, his 
group has identified a set of genes 
that become active when the 
epithelial cells that line our i 
airways are stimulated by 
interferon-gamma, a protein 
produced in response to infection. 
The products of those genes 
defend the body against patho- 
gens such as respiratory viruses. 
But if that response goes awry, 
the resulting inflammatory 
response can lead to disease. 
By determining the molecular 
basis of epithelial cells' response to 
interferon-gamma, Holtzman 
hopes to find ways to keep that 
response in check. In 1997, his 
group showed that a protein called 
Statl ferries the interferon-gamma 
signal from the periphery of the 
cell to the nucleus. There it 
activates inflammation-promoting 
genes such as ICAM-1, whose 
product makes immune system 
cells called T cells stick to cells. To 
activate the gene, Statl must bind 
to its promoter — a piece of DNA 
that precedes the gene and serves 
as a switchboard for messages 
from the cell's environment. 
In the current study, the 
researchers showed that infection 
with adenovirus, a common 
respiratory pathogen, stops 
cultured airway epithelial cells 
from responding to interferon- 
gamma in this manner. But the 
virus was unable to mount its 
blockade if the gene for one of its 
proteins, E1A, was mutated, they 
found. It already was known that 
El A stimulates cell division — a 
ploy to make the cell replicate the 
virus's DNA — and helps 
adenovirus evade detection. 
In the critical early stage of 
infection, the virus didn't prevent 
Statl from becoming activated in 
response to interferon-gamma, 
the researchers discovered. Nor 
did it waylay the protein on its 
way through the cell. And it 
didn't prevent Statl from binding 
to the part of the ICAM-1 
promoter that responds to signals 
Teitelbaum receives national 
bone and mineral research 
Steven L. Teitelbaum, M.D., 
the Wilma and Roswell 
Messing Professor of Pathology, 
recently received the 1998 
William F. Neuman Award from 
the American Society for Bone 
and Mineral Research. 
The award recognizes 
Teitelbaum's many scientific 
contributions to bone and 
mineral research and his 
distinguished tutelage of 
investigators in bone research. 
Teitelbaum, who 
also serves as a 
pathologist at Barnes- 
Jewish Hospital and St. 
Louis Shriners' 
Hospital for Children, 
is an expert on the 
normal biology and 
pathology of bone. In 
the late 1970s, he 
developed a method of 
using structural 
changes in bone to 
diagnose bone disorders such as 
postmenopausal osteoporosis. 
He also showed that vitamin D 
therapy helps overcome 
defective bone formation that 
occurs with kidney failure. 
In the 1980s, he began 
studying bone cells called 
osteoclasts that cause localized 
destruction of bone during both 
normal remodeling and disease. 
He demonstrated that osteo- 
clasts are derived from white 
blood cells called macrophages 
and that they develop along a 
different pathway than cells that 
rebuild bone. 
Teitelbaum also revealed that 
the overly dense bone found in 
a condition called osteopetrosis 
forms when osteoclasts function 
inadequately. Then he showed 
that bone marrow transplanta- 
tion can cure this disease. And 
he recently identified a genetic 
regulatory factor that prevents 
Teitelbaum: Cited 
for bone research 
osteopetrosis by ensuring that 
osteoclasts develop normally. 
He now studies how osteoclasts 
degrade bone. He has found that 
these cells produce a local pocket 
of acidity at sites in need of 
remodeling, permitting bone 
degradation. He also has shown 
that osteoclasts attach to the 
acidic sites using a specific 
receptor. Based on this finding, 
he developed an inhibitor of this 
interaction that prevents 
postmenopausal 
osteoporosis from 
developing in rats, which 
may lead to a treatment 
for human osteoporosis. 
Teitelbaum received a 
medical degree from the 
School of Medicine in 
1964. After a one-year 
internship in pathology 
at the medical school, he 
completed an internship 
and residency at New 
York University. 
Teitelbaum returned to 
Washington University in 1968 
as a clinical fellow in pathology. 
He served as chairman of Jewish 
Hospital's Institutional Review 
Board from 1977 to 1997 and 
was chair of the Department of 
Pathology and pathologist-in- 
chief at Jewish Hospital from 
1987 to 1996. The medical 
school named a scholarship to 
honor him as a distinguished 
alumnus in 1997. 
An author or co-author of 
more than 200 scientific articles, 
Teitelbaum also is an associate 
editor for the Journal of Cellular 
Biochemistry and serves on the 
editorial boards of many 
scientific journals. He is an 
active member of several 
scientific societies and a past 
president of the American 
Society for Bone and Mineral 
Research. 
from interferon-gamma. So El A 
seemed to interfere with an 
essential event that occurs after 
Statl binds to the promoter. 
-   The most obvious possibility 
was that El A competes for a 
 mmmmmmmmmmm  
Whereas most doctors 
attribute asthma to 
allergies, Holtzman 
believes the disorder 
results from an 
overreaction to viral 
infection. 
cellular protein called p300, 
which is known to enhance 
Statl's ability to promote 
transcription of ICAM-1 and 
many other genes. Therefore the 
researchers were surprised to 
detect Statl in a protein complex 
from epithelial cells that had 
been infected with adenovirus 
whose El A was unable to bind 
to p300. 
Using purified proteins, the 
researchers found that El A can 
bind directly to Statl. This 
interaction occurred even when 
El A lacked its binding site for 
p300. But it didn't happen when 
a different part of El A was 
removed. So that part must 
contain a Statl-binding site that 
is different from the site that 
binds p300. 
Further experiments showed 
that El A also binds to Statl 
inside cells and that its site for 
Statl must be present to prevent 
interferon-gamma from 
activating the ICAM-1 promoter. 
By binding to El A, the research- 
ers suggest, Statl loses a site that 
normally is used by another 
protein. Without interacting 
with this protein, Statl is unable 
to promote transcription of 
ICAM-1. 
The researchers also infected 
cultured epithelial cells with 
adenovirus that made either 
normal or mutant E1A. When the 
El A was normal or lacked the 
binding site for p300, the epithelial 
cells responded to interferon- 
gamma by stepping up their 
transcription of ICAM-1. But 
when the cells were infected with 
virus whose E1A lacked the 
binding site for Statl, they did not 
respond in this way to interferon- 
gamma. 
"So adenoviruses have figured 
out a way to directly subvert the 
Statl response," Holtzman said. 
Adenovirus with mutated El A 
may have therapeutic possibilities, 
he suggested. If given to patients 
with asthma, for example, it might 
dampen their overactive immune 
response by preventing Stat-1 from 
activating inflammation-promoting 
genes in response to interferon- 
gamma. But it would not interfere 
with the many other genes whose 
activation involves p300. 
The reality Of Cancer fatigue A medical student explores the technology of a traveling virtual 
reality simulator at the School of Medicine. Ortho Biotech, which manufactures a drug to treat 
cancer-related anemia, takes the simulator on the road to enable health-care professionals to 
experience the physical and emotional effects of cancer fatigue, caused by anemia. The simulator 
guides professionals through 15 minutes in the day of a cancer patient. 
School of Medicine kicks off staff campaign 
"^/ our participation at any 
I level is so important to our 
success," was the message from 
Walter Davis Jr., assistant dean for 
facilities and chief facilities officer, 
at a capital campaign kickoff rally 
Jan. 22 in Cori Auditorium. The 
meeting was held to share with 
School of Medicine staff volun- 
teers the plans and priorities of the 
Campaign for Washington 
University and to enlist their 
support as department and 
division liaisons. Campaign 
priorities for the medical school 
include a series of centers of 
excellence, scholarships and 
fellowships, a teaching and 
learning center and endowed 
chairs. The medical school 
hopes to raise $400 million 
through gifts from alumni, 
faculty, staff and friends. Davis 
serves as a vice chair for the 
faculty and staff component of 
the campaign. 
"Washington University has 
given me and my family some 
wonderful opportunities, and I 
see my participation in the 
campaign as a way of giving 
back," commented Steve Smith, 
lead person in shipping and 
receiving at the Clinical Sciences 
Research Building dock. For 
more information on the medical 
school campaign, staff members 
are encouraged to contact their 
department or division liaisons 
or the Office of Medical Alumni 
and Development Programs at 
286-0088. 
Cfaole to study bone loss resulting from chronic ear infections 
Richard A. Chole, M.D, 
professor and head of oto- 
laryngology, has received a five- 
year $1.8 million grant from the 
National Institute on Deafness 8c 
Other Communication Disorders. 
Chole will study factors that 
lead to bone destruction in people 
who have chronic ear infections 
due to a cyst-like growth called a 
cholesteatoma. If left untreated, 
cholesteatomas cause hearing loss. 
A cholesteatoma forms on 
the ear drum, causing bone- 
dismantling cells called osteoclasts 
to become overzealous about 
destroying nearby bone. "If we can 
understand how cholesteatomas 
destroy bone, we might be able to 
prevent many kinds of deafness," 
Chole said, noting that patients 
also can lose their sense of balance 
and experience facial paralysis if 
the problem goes untreated. 
The research also may provide 
clues to treating other types of 
localized bone loss, such as the 
bone destruction associated with 
prosthetic implants or tooth 
decay. And it may have implica- 
tions for treating osteoporosis or 
the generalized bone loss that 
astronauts experience from being 
in a weightless environment. 
Chole developed an experi- 
mental model of cholesteatomas 
in gerbils in the 1980s. This work 
revealed that the masses develop 
after dead skin cells become 
trapped in the middle ear due to 
poor drainage during an ear 
infection. 
He will use the model to 
determine whether cholesteato- 
mas trigger the release of 
chemical signals that incite 
osteoclasts to destroy bone. He 
also will look for evidence of 
increased expression of proteins 
of the interleukin-1 family 
when cholesteatomas are 
present. 
Cholesteatomas cause 
several changes in the ear that 
could activate osteoclasts, 
including pressure buildup and 
inflammation. Chole will 
determine whether increased 
pressure alone activates bone 
destruction in gerbils. 
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University Events 
Casablanca • Readings • Cyptography • The Persuasions 
"University Events" lists a portion of the 
activities taking place at Washington 
University through Feb. 13. For a full listing 
of medical rounds and conferences, see the 
School of Medicine's website at 
medschool. wustl. edu/events/. For an 
expanded Hilltop Campus calendar, go to 
www.wustl.edu/thisweek/thisweek.html. 
Exhibitions 
"The Genius of Jean-Antoine Houdon." 
Through March 21. Steinberg Hall. 
935-4523. 
"The Getty Center: Photographs by Joe 
Deal, Models by Richard Meier." 
Through March 21. Steinberg Hall. 
935-4523. 
"International Abstraction: Art of the 1950s 
From the Washington University 
Collection."Through March 28. Steinberg 
Hall. 935-4523. 
"Writers Reading Stein." Feb. 5-March 19. 
Olin Library Special Collections, fifth floor. 
935-5495. 





BY LIAM OTTEN 
l historical life of Alice 
mes — the brilliant, 
roubled sister of novelist 
Henry James and psychologist 
William James — will collide with 
the fantasy world of Lewis 
Carroll's "Alice in Wonderland" 
when the Performing Arts 
Department (PAD) in Arts and 
Sciences stages Susan Sontag's 
whimsical drama "Alice in Bed" 
Feb. 12-20 in the A. E. Hotchner 
Studio Theatre. 
Performances 
are at 8 p.m. 
Feb. 12 and 13 
and at 3 p.m. 
Feb. 14. The play 
continues the 
following week at 
8 p.m. Feb. 18,19 
and 20. 
incongruous imagery borrowed 
from Lewis Carroll's children's 
classic "Alice in Wonderland." 
"The play is about the life of 
the imagination that Alice creates 
for herself," said Andrea Urice, 
PAD artist in residence, who 
directs the 11-member cast. "Her 
real world is limited to her 
bedroom but in her mind she is 
able to venture into this imaginary 
dreamland where anything is 
possible. 
"In some ways the play is a 
metaphor for the 
'Alice in Bed' 
Where A. E. Hotchner Studio Theatre 
18,19,20; 
Friday, Feb. 5 
6-12 p.m. Chinese New Year Festival 
films. Jet Li movies. Ike's Place, Wohl 
Center. 361-1244. 
7 and 9:30 p.m. Filmboard Feature Series. 
"A Few Good Men." (Also Feb. 6, same 
times, and Feb. 7, 7 p.m.) Cost: $3 first 
visit; $2 subsequent visits. Room 100 




Feb. 6, same time, 
and Feb. 7, 9:30 
p.m.) Cost: $3 first 
visit; $2 subsequent 
visits. Room 100 Brown 
Hall. 935-5983. 
Thursday, Feb. 11 
6 p.m. Japanese Film Series."Shall We 
Dance?" (English subtitles). Room 219 
Ridgley Hall. 935-5983. 
"Alice in Bed" 
— Sontag's only 
work written for 
the stage — is a 
fictionalized account of James' 
final years. Though she shared her 
famous brothers' rigorous 
intellectual upbringing, James 
lacked an outlet for her talents and 
waged a life-long battle with 
depression. She confined herself to 
bed for the last seven years of her 
life, eventually dying of breast 
cancer at the age of 43. Sontag 
blends James' story with seemingly 
When 8 p.m. Feb. 12,13: 
3 p.m. Feb. 14 
Admission $10, $8 for seniors and 
WU faculty, staff and students, 
through the Edison Theatre Box Office 












Alice James was 
famously 
intelligent and 
inquisitive and yet not in control 
of her own destiny." 
But Urice also hastened to 
point out that the tone of Sontag's 
work, for all its weighty subject 
matter, remains slyly playful. 
"Sontag keeps things very witty, 
very absurd and clever, and 
includes some wonderful imagery 
and ideas that go beyond specific 
Senior Leah Frattalone stars as Alice James in the Performing Arts 
Department's production of Susan Sontag's whimsical drama 
"Alice in Bed." 
gender issues," Urice said. "Ulti- 
mately her aim, in juxtaposing the 
life of the imagination with real 
life, is to show that, for all its 
pleasures, the life of the imagina- 
tion is by itself not enough. In the 
end, life is characterized by doing." 
The play's eight scenes alternate 
between James' bedroom and a 
series of imaginary locales — a tea 
party, her father's library and 
limbo. Leland Orvis, PAD scene 
shop supervisor, designed the set. 
The production stars senior 
Leah Frattalone. "It's an enormous 
role," Urice commented. "Alice is 
in the entire play while most of 
the other characters share only a 
scene or two with her. It's a great 
opportunity for a young actress." 
Tickets are $10 for the general 
public, $8 for senior citizens and 
Washington University faculty, 
staff and students. Tickets are 
available at the Edison Theatre 
Box Office, 935-6543, and all 
MetroTix outlets, 534-1111. For 
more information, call 935-5858. 
Friday, Feb. 12 
7 and 9:30 p.m. Filmboard Feature Series. 
"Happy Gilmore." (Also Feb. 13, same 
times, and Feb.14,7 p.m.) Cost: $3 first 
visit; $2 subsequent visits. Room 100 
Brown Hall. 935-5983. 
Midnight. Filmboard Midnight Series. 
"Space Jam." (Also Feb. 13, same time, 
and Feb. 14, 9:30'p.m.) Cost: $3 first visit; 
$2 subsequent visits. Room 100 Brown 
Hall. 935-5983. 
Lectures 
Thursday, Feb. 4 
4 p.m. Chemistry seminar. "Monitoring 
Structural Conformations in Proteins and 
Membranes with High Resolution EPR at 
95 GHz." Alex L Smirnov, U. of III. Room 
311 McMillen Lab (coffee 3:40 p.m.). 
935-6530. 
4 p.m. Molecular microbiology lecture 
"Rupture and Invasion of the 
Intestinal Epithelial Barrier by 
Shigella: From Molecular and 
Cellular Pathogenesis to 
Vaccine Development." 
Philippe Sansonetti, prof., 
Pasteur Institute. Moore 
Aud., 660 S. Euclid Ave. 362-7258. 
4 p.m. The Teaching Center lecture/ 
workshop. "Beginning PowerPoint: 
Enhancing Classroom Lectures—Using 
PowerPoint in Your Presentation." Wendy 
Hyman-Fite, dir., English as a second 
language. (Also Feb. 12, 3 p.m.) Room 
014 Eads Hall. To register, call 935-4513. 
4 p.m. The Writing Program reading 
series. Poet Kenneth Koch will read from 
his work. Olin Women's Bldg. 935-7130. 
4:30 p.m. Mathematics Roever colloquium. 
"Bernstein-Markov Type in Equalities for 
Families of Analytic Functions." Raghavan 
Narasinhan, U. of Chicago. (Also Feb. 5, 
same time.) Room 199 Cupples I Hall (tea 
4 p.m., Room 200 Cupples I Hall). 
935-6760. 
Sunday, Feb. 7 
Friday, Feb. 5 
Assembly Series 
Who Bill Strickland 
Where Gratiam Chapel 
When 11 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 10 
Admission Free and open to the public 
'Business of Social Change' 











Change," at 11 a.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 10, as part of the Assembly 
Series. The lecture, which is free 
and open to the public, will take 
place in Graham Chapel. 
Strickland is the president and 
CEO of the Bidwell Training 
Center and the Manchester 
Craftmen's Guild, both located in 
Pittsburgh — two organizations 
that he created to achieve social 
change. The Manchester 
Craftmen's Guild, founded in 
1968, attempts to rescue at-risk 
school children by using art to 
teach them life skills. 
The Bidwell Training Center, 
established in 1972, focuses on 
building partnerships with local 
companies to train displaced 
adults for "real work in real jobs." 
Both have grown into multi- 
million dollar operations, and 
Strickland is planning on expand- 
ing his programs to other cities 
throughout the United States. 
He has been recognized for his 
work by former President George 
Bush, who named him to a six- 
year term on the board of the 
National Endowment for the Arts, 
and Hillary Clinton, who visited 
Strickland's center in Pittsburgh 
and later invited him to the White 
House. He also has teamed up 
with San Francisco Mayor Willie 
Brown and jazz musician Herbie 
Hancock to replicate his Pitts- 
burgh program in San Francisco. 
Strickland earned a bachelor's 
degree in art from the University 
of Pittsburgh in 1969. 
For more information, call 
935-5285. 
Noon. Cell biology and physiology 
seminar. "The Role of Localized Secretion 
in the Establishment of Cell Polarity in 
Fucus Zygotes." Ralph S. Quatrano, 
Spencer T. Olin Professor and Chair of 
Biology. Room 426 McDonnell Medical 
Science Bldg. 362-6950. 
4 p.m. Biology seminar. "Transcriptional 
and Post-Transcriptional Regulation of 
ABA Response Genes of Maize." 
Montserrat Pages, Barcelona, Spain. 
Room 212 McDonnell Hall (Hilltop 
Campus). 935-6860. 
4 p.m. Gertrude Stein @ the Millennium 
Symposium. Keynote address, William 
Gass, dir., International Writers Center. 
Moot Court Room, Anheuser-Busch Hall. 
935-7130. 
6 and 8:30 p.m. Travel lecture series. 
"Portugal's Places and Faces." Dale Smith. 
Cost: $4.50. Graham Chapel. 935-5212. 
Saturday, Feb. 6 




Retallack, Ulla Dydo 
and Harryette 
Mullen. Moot Court 
Room, Anheuser-Busch Hall. 935-7130. 
11 a.m. University College Saturday 
Seminar lecture series. "Counting the 
Number of the Beast: Apocalypticism in 
Early Modern England." Derek M. Hirst, 
William Eliot Smith Prof, of History. 
Goldfarb Aud., McDonnell Hall. 935-6788. 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Gertrude Stein @ 
the Millennium Symposium. Author Stan 
Brakhage. Moot Court Room, Anheuser- 
Busch Hall. 935-7130. 
4 p.m. Gertrude Stein @ the Millennium 
Symposium. Author Lyn Hejinian. Moot 
Court Room, Anheuser-Busch Hall. 
935-7130. 
5:45 p.m. Gertrude Stein @ the Millennium 
Symposium. Readings by authors William 
Gass, Lyn Hejinian, Harryette Mullen, Joan 
Retallack and Jacques Roubard. Women's 
Bldg. Lounge. 935-7130. 
10 a.m. Gertrude Stein @ the Millennium 
Symposium. Panel discussion. Moot Court 
Room, Anheuser-Busch Hall. 
935-7130. 
Monday, Feb. 8 
Noon. Molecular biology and pharmacol- 
ogy. "Genetic Analysis of Endocytic 
Trafficking in Drosophila." Helmut Kramer, 
asst. prof, of cell biology, U. of Texas 
Southwestern Medical School. The Philip 
Needleman Library, Room 3907 South 
Bldg. 362-2725. 
2:15 p.m. Condensed matter sciences 
seminar. "Quantum Cryptography: A 
Means to Provide Secure Communication 
over Insecure Channels." Don Bethune, 
IBM-Almaden Research Center. Room 241 
Compton Hall (coffee 2 p.m.). 935-6276. 
3 p.m. Analysis seminar. Alicia Canton, 
prof., Universidad Autonoma de Madrid, 
Spain. Room 199 Cupples I Hall. 
935-6760. 
4 p.m. Biology seminar. "A Molecular 
Genetic Approach to Understanding the 
Circadian Clock System in Arabidopsis." 
David Somers, post-doctoral research 
fellow, The Scripps Research Institute. 
Room 322 Rebstock Hall. 935-6860 
4 p.m. Cancer center seminar series. 
"lnterleukin-12 at the Interface of Innate 
Resistance and Adaptive Immunity." 
Giorgio Trinchieri, prof, and chair, 
immunology program, The Wistar 
Institute. Eric P. Newman Center. 
747-0359. 
5:30 p.m. Radiology series lecture.The 
Fifth Annual Hyman R. Senturia lecture: 
"Watching Radiology by an Occasional 
Radiologist." Thomas Spackman, 
chairman, Xicon Technologies and clinical 
prof, of radiology, U. of Conn. School of 
Medicine. Scarpellino Aud., first floor, 510 
S. Kingshighway Blvd. 362-2866. 
Tuesday, Feb. 9 
Noon. Biology seminar. "The TOC 7 Mutant: 
An Entry to the Plant Circadian Clock." 
David E. Somers, post-doctoral research 
fellow, The Scripps Research Institute. 
Room 212 McDonnell Hall (Hilltop 
Campus). 935-6860. 
Noon. Molecular microbiology and 
microbial pathogenesis seminar series. 
"Particle-Based Functions of Reoviruses: 
Entry into Cells, Transcription and mRNA 
Capping Faculty Candidate." Max Nibert, 
asst. prof., U. of Wis. Cori Aud., 4565 
McKinley Ave. 362-2842. 
12:10-12:55 p.m. Physical therapy research 
seminar. "The Transtheoretical Model of 
Behavior Change, or How To Get People 
Who Don't Want To Change To Start the 
Process." Gabrielle Richards Reed, 
instructor in medicine, Division of Health 
Behavior Research. Classroom C, lower 
level, 4444 Forest Park Blvd. 286-1400. 
3 p.m. Analysis seminar. Ana Granados, 
prof., Universidad Autonoma de Madrid, 
Spain. Room 199 Cupples I Hall. 
935-6760. 
4 p.m. Chemistry seminar. "Naked Cluster 
Anions of the Post-Transition Metals." 
John D. Corbett, Iowa State U. Room 311 
McMillen Lab (coffee 3:40 p.m.). 
935-6530. 
8 p.m. International Writers Center reading 
series. Author Lydia Davis reading from 
her work (book signing to follow). Cost: 
$5 for general public, free for students and 
Inclusive Community'workshop set 
Building an Inclusive Com- 
munity" is the title of a 
workshop to be held on campus 
Feb. 20, sponsored by Washing- 
ton University and the National 
Conference for Community and 
Justice (NCCJ). 
Designed to illuminate areas 
where racism and bias persist in 
individual and institutional life, 
the workshop offers discussions, 
exercises and lectures to help 
participants: 
• learn how to build an 
inclusive community; 
• increase their self-awareness 
in a safe environment; 
• explore other points of view 
in a racially mixed group. 
The workshop runs from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Room 149 
McMillan Hall. 
The NCCJ, founded in 1927 
as the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews, is a human 
relations organization working 
through education, advocacy 
and conflict resolution measures 
to promote understanding and 
respect among all races, religions 
and cultures in the United 
States. It has been active in the 
St. Louis community for more 
than 50 years. 
The registration deadline for 
the workshop is Feb. 12. The 
workshop costs $25 per person, 
$15 for senior citizens and 
students; a box lunch is available 
for an additional $7. To register, 
call the NCCJ's St. Louis office, 
241-5103. 
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senior citizens, A&E cardholders receive 
two-for-one-discount. West Campus 
Conference Center, 7425 Forsyth Blvd. 
935-5576. 
Wednesday, Feb. 10 
6:30 a.m. Anesthesiology Grand Rounds. 
Pamela Pierce Palmer, U. of Calf.-San 
Francisco. Wohl Hospital Bldg. Aud. 
362-6978. 
11 a.m. Assembly Series."The Business of 
Social Change." Bill Strickland, social 
visionary and entrepreneur. Graham 
Chapel. 935-5285. See story, page 4. 
3:45 p.m. Physics colloquium. "A New 
Cosmological Paradigm: Life, the Universe 
and Nothing." Lawrence M. Krauss, 
physics dept, Case Western Reserve U. 
Room 204 Crow Hall (coffee 3:30 p.m., 
Room 241 Compton Hall). 935-6276. 
4 p.m. Pulmonary and critical care 
medicine seminar. "Laminin Receptor- 
Facilitated Assembly and the Induction of a 
Cytoskeletal Network in Skeletal 
Myotubes." Peter D. Yurchenco, prof., 
pathology dept, Robert Wood Johnson 
Medical School, N.J. Erlanger Aud. 
362-2254. 
Thursday, Feb. 11 
4 p.m. Biology seminar. "Experimental 
Evolution of Myxobacterial Development 
and Sociality." Greg J. Velicer, biochemis- 
try dept, Mich. State U. Room 322 
Rebstock Hall. 935-6860. 
4 p.m. Chemistry seminar. "Encapsulated 
Electroactive Molecules: Control of 
Electron Transfer in Redox-Active 
Supramolecules." Christopher Gorman, 
North Carolina State U. Room 311 
McMillen Lab (coffee 3:40 p.m.). 
935-6530. 
8 p.m. The Writing Program reading series. 
Visiting Hurst Professor Carol Bly reads 
from her work. Room 201 Hurst Lounge, 
Duncker Hall. 935-7130. 
Friday, Feb. 12 
Noon. Cell biology and physiology seminar. 
"Non-Classical Maturation and Secretion of 
the Yeast Mating Pheromone A-Factor." 
Susan Michaelis, cell biology and anatomy 
dept, Johns Hopkins U. Room 426 
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg. 
362-3964. 
I p.m. Biology seminar. Gregory J. Velicer, 
biochemistry dept, Mich. State U. Room 
322 Rebstock Hall. 935-6860. 
Saturday, Feb. 13 
II a.m. University College Saturday 
Seminar lecture series. "Millennialism 
in Early Christianity." J. Patout Burns, 
Thomas and Alberta White prof, of 
Christian Thought. Goldfarb Aud., 
McDonnell Hall. 935-6788. 
Music 
Saturday, Feb. 6 
8 p.m. OVATIONS! Series concert. "Blind 
Boys of Alabama With The Persuasions." 
Cost: $25. Call for discounts. Edison 
Theatre. 935-6543. 
Performances 
Thursday, Feb. 4 
8 p.m. Creative Writing Program 
performance. "Gertrude and Alice: A 
Likeness to Loving." (Also Feb. 5, same 
time). Cost: $15, $10 for students. Edison 
Theatre. 935-6543. 
Sunday, Feb. 7 
Noon. Asian Art Society performance. "A 
Program of Traditional Japanese Songs 
and Dances." Busch Memorial Center, 
St. Louis U., 20 N. Grand Blvd. 
935-5156. 
Friday, Feb. 12 
8 p.m. Performing Arts Dept. performance. 
Susan Sontag's "Alice in Bed." (Also Feb. 
13,18,19, 20, same time, and Feb. 14, 
3 p.m.) Cost: $10; $8 for faculty, staff, 
students and senior citizens. A.E. Hotchner 
Studio Theatre. 935-6543. See story, 
page 4. 
Miscellany 
Thursday, Feb. 4 
8-11:30 a.m. STD/HIV class lecture and 
practicum. "STD Lab Methods." (Also 
Feb. 11,18 and 25, same time). Cost: $60. 
U. of Mo. To register, call 747-1522. 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Chinese New Year Festival 
Exhibitions." Chinese Influences and 
Inventions." Mallinckrodt Center. 
361-1244, 
Friday, Feb. 5 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Chinese New Year Festival 
Exhibitions. "Festivals and Celebrations." 
Mallinckrodt Center. 361-1244. 
Saturday, Feb. 6 
6 p.m. Chinese New Year Festival. 
Banquet, 6 p.m., Mallinckrodt Center; 
variety show, 8 p.m., Graham Chapel; 
party, 10:30 p.m., Gargoyle. To register, 
call 361-1244. 
Wednesday, Feb. 10 
11:30 a.m. Russian Dept. open house. 
Room 216 South Ridgley. 935-5177. 
Thursday, Feb. 11 
7:30 p.m. Feminist reading group meeting. 
Arthur Golden's "Memoirs of a Geisha." 
Room 220 Busch Hall. 935-5102. 
Sports 
Friday, Feb. 12 
6 p.m. Women's basketball team vs. 
Carnegie Mellon U. Athletic Complex. 
935-5220. 
8 p.m. Men's basketball team vs. Carnegie 
Mellon U. Athletic Complex. 935-5220. 
Author Carol Bly leading off 
writing program's spring series 
The Creative Writing Program 
in Arts and Sciences will kick 
off its spring 1999 Reading Series 
at 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 11, with 
fiction writer and essayist Carol 
Bly, who will read from her works. 
Bly is the Visiting Hurst 
Professor in the Department of 
English in Arts and Sciences and a 
professor of ethics at the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, St. Paul. She is 
the author of 
"Changing the 





Stories" and "The 
Passionate, 
Reading Series 
Who Carol Bly 
Where Hurst Lounge, Room 210 
Duncker Hall 
Accurate Story." 
There will be 
a colloquium on 
Bly's work at 4 
p.m. Feb. 16. 
All Reading Series events are 
free and open to the public and 
take place in Hurst Lounge, Room 
201 Duncker Hall. 
Other readings in the series, all 
held at 8 p.m., are: 
• March 11 — Poet Frank 
Bidart, the author of "Desire" and 
"In the Western Night: Collected 
Poems 1965-1990"; 
• March 16 — Poet Eric Pankey, 
the author of "The Late Romances," 
"Apocrypha" and "Heartwood"; 
• March 25 — Fiction writer 
Padgett Powell, the author of 
"Aliens of Affection," "Edisto," 
"Edisto Revisited" and "Typical 
Stories"; 
• April 13 — Fiction writer 
Deborah 
Eisenberg, writer 
in residence in 
the Department 
of English and 





Stories (So Far) 
of Deborah 
Eisenberg" and 
"Transactions in a Foreign 
Currency." 
The series also features a 
colloquium on Eisenberg's work at 
4 p.m. April 15. 
Copies of the authors' works 
will be available for purchase at 
each of the readings. For more 
information, call 935-7130. 
When 8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 11 
Admission Free and open to the public 
History in the making The excitement begins just east of campus Tuesday, Jan. 26, as crowds 
greet Pope John Paul II at the beginning of his historic two-day visit in St. Louis. The pope's 
motorcade traveled from the airport to the tent (foreground, on Lindell Boulevard east of Skinker 
Boulevard), where he switched from an armored limousine to the popemobile (center, in back- 
ground) for the first parade of his visit. This was the view of the pope from the Brookings steps - 
but only with a powerful telephoto lens. 
Short story Virtuoso' here for reading 
BY LIAM OTTEN 
With surgical wit and 
unsparing intensity, 
fiction writer Lydia Davis 
chronicles the often-fractious 
nature of contemporary life. At 
8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 9, Davis will 
read from her elegant and often 
playfully philosophical stories for 
the 1998-99 Reading Series 
sponsored by the International 
Writers Center in Arts and 
Sciences. The program will take 
place at the West Campus 
Conference Center. 
Davis is the author of five 
short story collections — "The 
Thirteenth Woman and Other 
Stories" (1976), "Sketches for a 
Life of Wassilly" (1981), "Story, 
and Other Stories" (1983), "Break 
It Down" (1986) and "Almost No 
Memory" (1997) — and the novel 
"The End of the Story" (1995). 
She also is well known for her 
translations from the French of 
works by Michel Butor, Michel 
Foucault, Michel Leiris and Jean- 
Paul Sartre. 
Davis is the recipient of the 
French-American Foundation's 
1992 Annual Translation Prize, a 





Award and a 
1998 Lannan 
Literary Award 
for Fiction. She 




"Inside the French language, 
which Lydia Davis knows so well 
and translates from so beautifully, 
are all these concealed English 
stories with their meditative 
intensity, their preoccupation 
with love and its loss and their 
display of a keen, clear and 
unforgiving intelligence," said 
William H. Gass, the David May 
Distinguished University Profes- 
sor in Humanities and director of 
the Writers Center. "Who knew 
that the French could write so 
well in English?" 
The New York Times reviewer 
Liam Callanan said that Davis' 
work "fascinates in the same way 
that miniature portraits do. The 
closer one looks, the more details 
emerge — and the more 
impressed one becomes with the 
Fiction Reading 
Who Lydia Davis 
Where West Campus Conference 
Center 
When 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 9 
Admission $5 for public, free for 
students and senior citizens 
skill it takes to fit so much into 
such a tiny space." Kate Moses of 
the on-line magazine Salon called 
Davis "an American virtuoso of 
the short story form." 
Davis will be introduced by 
Richard A. Watson, Ph.D., 
professor of philosophy in Arts 
and Sciences. A book signing will 
follow the reading. 
The 1998-99 International 
Writers Center Reading Series 
concludes April 6 with poet Sarah 
Lindsay, whose first book, 
"Primate Behavior," was a finalist 
for the 1997 National Book 
Award. 
Tickets are $5 and free for 
students and senior citizens. A8cE 
cardholders receive a two-for-one 
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Going lip Neither the bitter cold, snow and ice of early January or the rains that followed could 
stop the swift pace of construction on the University's new residential houses. Prefabricated panels 
(above) are expediting the process, as the fourth of the four under construction rises toward its 
roofline. The structures and a parking garage, one phase of the multi-phase South 40 project, are 




— from page 1 
reports, which will be available 
through University-supported 
information systems, will help 
faculty make better financial 
decisions regarding their grants. 
Members of the Information 
Technology Task Force are Paul 
Schoening, director of information 
systems, medical computing 
services, chair; Theodore Cicero, 
Ph.D., vice chancellor for research; 
Becky Evans, director of gifts, grants 
and contracts; Gerri Fisher, assistant 
to the vice chancellor for research; 
Bill Hunn, senior application design 
manager, information systems; 
Andrew Johnstone, business 
manager, biology; Kathy 
Landmann, controller, accounting 
services; Doug Leavell, manager of 
policy and analysis, accounting 
services; Denise McCartney, 
assistant dean for management 
services; Andrew Neighbour, 
associate vice chancellor and 
director of technology manage- 
ment; Bill Smith, director, comput- 
ing and communication systems; 
Angela Warner, division adminis- 
trator, anesthesiology; and Cindy 
White, director, research office. 
"There is much work to be 
done in the area of information 
technology," Cicero said. "I feel we 
have assembled the right group of 
people necessary to undertake such 
a complex issue." 
A Policy Task Force will address 
the second priority endorsed by 
the EAG, evaluating current 
Executive Advisory Group for 
Research Administration 
Theodore J. Cicero, Ph.D., vice 
chancellor for research, chair 
Philip A. Osdoby, Ph.D., professor 
of biology 
Christopher I. Byrnes, Ph.D., 
dean, School of Engineering and 
Applied Science 
William A. Peck, M.D., executive 
vice chancellor for medical affairs 
and dean, School of Medicine 
Barbara A. Feiner, chief financial 
officer 
Lee F. Fetter, associate vice 
chancellor and associate dean for 
administration and finance, School 
Linda J. Pike, Ph.D., associate 
professor of biochemistry and 
molecular biophysics 
Richard A. Roloff, executive vice 
chancellor 
of Medicine 
Shanti Khinduka, Ph.D., dean, 
George Warren Brown School of 
Social Work 
Pamela S. Lokken, director of 
community and governmental 
relations 
Benjamin S. Sandier, vice 
chancellor for financial policy 
David C. VanEssen, Ph.D., 
professor and chair, Department of 
Anatomy and Neurobiology, and 
chair, Research Affairs Committee, 
School of Medicine 
Edward S. Macias, Ph.D., 
executive vice chancellor and dean, 
School of Arts and Sciences 
Dennis J. Martin, associate vice 
chancellor and associate dean, 
School of Arts and Sciences 
Clifford M. Will, Ph.D., professor 
and chair, Department of Physics, 
and chair, Division of Natural 
Sciences Committee, School of Arts 
and Sciences 
University policies regarding 
research. Future priorities will 
focus on ways to make the 
process easier for research 
administration customers and 
to develop comprehensive 
training programs before 
implementing any new pro- 
cesses. Cicero also cited 
enhanced communications as 
an ongoing priority. 
The Research Administration 
Project Management Team 
continues to play the roles of 
translating strategic direction 
into operational plans and 
managing project activities and 
Employment 
resources. Its membership will be 
expanded to include faculty. 
"The input we received from 
faculty and department administra- 
tors in the initial self-study phase of 
the Research Administration Support 
Services Project was instrumental to 
the successful launch into this next 
phase of analysis and design 
planning," Cicero said. "They have 
provided us with a road map for the 
next two to three years. As we move 
forward, our constant effort to 
involve our customers — faculty and 
department administrators — in 
every step of this process will be the 
key to our success." 
For additional information, call 
the office of the vice chancellor for 
research at 362-7010. 
Community 
Social service workers 
get advanced training 
— from page 1 
Developed by an interdiscipli- 
nary group of Washington 
University faculty and adminis- 
tered by the social work school, 
the program is designed to help 
community social service 
workers get advanced training 
and education. The program 
involves faculty from three local 
universities, as well as profession- 
als from all walks of life who are 
acting as one-on-one mentors for 
the students. 
The program faculty come 
from the schools of social work, 
law, business and architecture 
and the Department of Educa- 
tion at Washington University; 
the schools of law and public 
health and the Department of 
Public Policy Studies at Saint 
Louis University; and the 
Department of Criminology at 
the University of Missouri- 
St. Louis. 
By all reports, the program is 
progressing well. The 19 
students in the inaugural class 
have been introduced to their 
mentors — a 




from the St. 
Louis commu- 





leaders to tackle 
needs in their 
neighborhoods. 
"We have seen growth in the 
students, in their thinking and 
their ability to think about the 
big picture," said James Herbert 
Williams, Ph.D., faculty chair of 
the program and assistant 
professor at the social work 
school. "We're changing the way 
they approach problems, 
encouraging them to build on 
the existing strengths and 
resources of a neighborhood. 
Our students will be making a 
difference in the communities 
they serve, and that's what this 
program is all about." 
The program offers 27 hours 
of graduate-level training for 
people who now work in 
predominately low-income 
neighborhoods. Its objective is 
to strengthen the skills of 
practitioners who serve children, 
youth and families by helping 
them think beyond short-term 
crisis intervention and focus on 
broader strategies that integrate 
and build upon existing 
resources in the community. 
"It's forced me to stop and 
really take a critical look at how 
we deliver services," said 
McCarthy, a project site 
manager at Shepard Accelerated 
School, 3450 Wisconsin Ave. 
Our students will be 
making a difference in 
the communities they 
serve, and that's what 
this program is all 
about." 
JAMES HERBERT WILLIAMS 
"Before, we tended to impose 
ideas on the community. I know 
now that you have to start with 
the community. You have to go 
out and see what the community 
really wants and needs. You have 
to meet with the stakeholders, the 
residents, the leaders, and make 
sure they buy into the effort." 
Some of those community 
stakeholders, including officials 
from the United Way and other 
leading community organiza- 
tions, are becoming intimately 
involved in the program as 
student mentors. A bonus of this 
interaction, said Williams, is that 
the mentors also are being 
challenged to think about 
community problems and 
solutions from a fresh perspective. 
As part of the program, mentors 
must attend several classroom 
training sessions. They also help 
their assigned students develop 
the right approach to community 
work — starting out with the 
community's own needs and 
desires in mind. "I think it's going 
to be a learning experience for 
everyone involved," Williams said. 
"Some of the fresh ideas being 
raised by this program are already 
filtering their way into the 
operations of local social service 
agencies in the community." 
Another student in the 
^______ program, Les 
Johnson, said the 
information he 
is receiving in 
the classroom 
already is 
changing how he 
goes about his 
job. As site 
manager for the 




nity Education Center at Page and 
Clara avenues on the west edge of 
St. Louis, Johnson manages 
several agency personnel who 
help local students and families 
with services that include 
tutoring, substance abuse 
treatment, family health and a 
latch-key program. 
"As a manager, I'm able to 
indirectly feed this information to 
the front line staff," Johnson said. 
"It's extremely helpful because it's 
not likely that I would have the 
time to search out and learn about 
many of the resources that I'm 
being alerted to in the classroom." 
McCarthy, Johnson and their 
classmates, many of whom are co- 
workers at St. Louis Caring 
Communities Programs, will 
finish their training with the 
program in December 1999. 
Program administrators are now 
seeking applications for a new 
class of students, which would 
begin studies in the fall. 
"We're interested in expanding 
the program to serve other state 
organizations and agencies," said 
Deborah Paulsrud, a lecturer at 
the social work school and 
interim director of the program. 
For more information, contact 
the UFCD office at 935-8303 or 
ufcd@gwbssw.wustl.edu. 
Use the World Wide Web to obtain complete job descriptions. Go to cf6000.wustl.edu/hr/home 




positions may be 
obtained in the Office of 
Human Resources. Room 
130, West Campus. If you 
are not a WU staff 
member, call 935-9836. 
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This is a partial list of 
positions at the School 
of Medicine. Employees: 
Contact the medical 
school's Office of Human 
Resources at 362-7196. 
External candidates: 
Submit resumes to the 
Office of Human 
Resources, 4480 Clayton 
Ave., Campus Box 8002, 














fosters resource sharing 
— from page 1 
interlibrary loans, which can 
take three weeks, and'it's less 
expensive to obtain the items, 
because the software does the 
work instead of staff," Baker 
said. "The cost of borrowing 
through Mobius is one-tenth of 
the cost of interlibrary loans." 
If a desired book is not 
found in the University's 
catalog, the search can be 
transferred to the Mobius 
catalog, where a borrowing 
request can be completed 
online. The system then selects a 
library to receive the request. 
The item should arrive in a few 
days at a specified library on 
campus. 
"Our faculty and students are 
insatiable information users," 
Baker said. "We will lend a lot, but 
we will also be among the biggest 
borrowers. Requests for materials 
are increasing slowly, as faculty 
and students become aware of the 
service. More than 50 have thus far 
requested books, and we have lent 
25 of our books to the other 
universities." 
The Missouri legislature has 
approved $3 million in funding for 
the project for fiscal year 1999, and 
Baker said continued appropria- 
tions are expected. 
"We will get budget relief from 
the state for maintenance costs 
and for software upgrades," she 
said. "Also in the future we will use 
data we gather to fine tune our 
purchasing of new materials. We 
also will be negotiating as a 
consortium for electronic informa- 
tion we are now buying as indi- 
vidual libraries. We will get better 
prices negotiating as a state-wide 
consortium." 
In addition to Missouri, Illinois 
(which pioneered a statewide union 
catalog 20 years ago), Ohio, Virginia 
and Oregon all have similar systems. 
Michigan and Pennsylvania are 
working to implement such systems. 
"The catalog is really in response 
to the fact that no individual 
institution can meet the entire 
information needs of its faculty and 
students," she said. "By the year 
2002, almost every two and four- 
year institution in Missouri will 
have joined." 
For more information about 
using the Mobius catalog, contact 
the libraries' help desk on level 
three, Olin Library, or visit the 
libraries' homepage at http:// 
library.wustl.edu. 
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Notables 
Of note 
Richard L. Axelbaum, Ph.D., 
associate professor of mechanical 
engineering, has received a four- 
year $255,000 grant from NASA to 
research a novel approach to clean, 
efficient diffusion flames. He will 
work with collaborators at NASA 
Lewis Research Center and the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa.... 
Two plays by Patricia Coby, 
playwright in residence in the 
departments of English and 
Performing Arts, both in Arts and 
Sciences, were selected for 
broadcast by BBC Radio 4 for its 
Monday Afternoon Play series. 
Coby's "The Confidante," based 
on a story by Irish writer Eliza- 
beth Bowen, aired in November, 
and "The Girl From Clare," an 
original work that debuted in 
Washington University's 
A.E.Hotchner Drama Studio, 
aired in January. The BBC play 
series has an approximate 
listenership of 480,000.... 
Andrew D. Dimarogonas, 
Ph.D., the William Palm Professor 
of Mechanical Design in Engi- 
neering, delivered the keynote 
address, titled "Fuzzy Interval 
Neural Networks for Diagnosis 
of Incipient Failures in Turbo- 
machinery," at the second 
International Conference on New 
Technologies in Turbomachinery, 
held in Mexico City. At the 
conference, Dimarogonas also 
received the 30th Aniversary 
Award of the Mexican Petroleum 
Institute. ... 
Gerald Early, Ph.D., the Merle ( 
Kling Professor of Modern Letters 
and director of the African and 
Afro-American Studies Program, 
was the subject of a session at the 
40th annual convention of the 
Midwest Modern Language 
Association, which recently took 
place in St. Louis. Three authors 
— Paul Plisiewicz of the Univer- 
sity of Northern Iowa, Michael 
Ezra of the University of Kansas 
and Mary E. Gravitt of the 
University of Northern Iowa — 
presented papers on Early's 
work.... 
Harvey S. Glazer, M.D., 
professor of radiology, recently 
received the annual Senior 
Residents' Distinguished Teaching 
Award at Mallinckrodt Institute of 
Radiology.... 
The School of Law's new 
facility, Anheuser-Busch Hall, was 
recently cited in two craftsman- 
ship awards given by the Ameri- 
can Institute of Architects (AIA) 
Central States, AIA St. Louis and 
the Construction Products 
Council. Steve Schulte-Leonard 
Masonry Inc. received an Honor 
Award for the building's "expertly 
crafted" masonry work and 
Crescent Planing Mill Co. Inc. 
received a Special Citation for 
Woodworking in recognition of 
the quality of the woodwork 
throughout the building, includ- 
ing the Gothic-shaped trusses in 
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they have worked so hard to 
create," Clinton said in his address. 
A Treasury Department official 
met with Sherraden and members 
of his working group on the day 
after the State of the Union address. 
Sherraden said most members of 
the working group are very pleased 
with the president's proposal. 
"What the president did — 
brilliantly, I think — is to wed two 
important ideas," Sherraden said. 
"One, that poor people need to 
accumulate assets, and two, that we 
need to think about new ways of 
strengthening retirement savings." 
Although the president's 
proposal called for USAs to be 
used primarily as a retirement 
savings program, Sherraden is 
hopeful that the savings system 
might be broadened to assist 
savings for other purposes, such as 
education, home ownership and 
small business development. 
"The president made this 
policy proposal, but it has not 
been fleshed out," Sherraden said. 
"Our working group is helping 
flesh out the details on how the 
program might operate." 
Sherraden first called for the 
creation of Individual Develop- 
ment Accounts in his 1991 book, 
"Assets and the Poor: A New 
American Welfare Policy." His plan 
to encourage savings among the 
poor called for the government or 
the private sector to. match small, 
individual contributions to IDAs. 
Poor families could dip into IDA 
savings only for specified major 
investments — a college education, 
home purchase or small business. 
Sherraden's IDA concept has 
long had bipartisan support in 
Congress. Late last year, Congress 
passed legislation that Sherraden 
helped draft and established a five- 
year $125 million IDA Demonstra- 
tion Project. 
Sherraden's Center for Social 
Development also is conducting the 
first comprehensive evaluation of 
the effectiveness of IDA pilot 
programs in locations across the 
nation. This research project, which 
runs from 1997 to 2003, is being 
funded by 10 private foundations, 
including the Ford Foundation, the 
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 
and the John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation. 
"The Treasury Department has 
requested every scrap of data from 
our ongoing evaluation of IDA 
programs, and this information 
had some influence on their 
decision to propose the Universal 
Savings Accounts," Sherraden said. 
"It is partly because of IDAs that 
the White House and the Treasury 
have put forth this new proposal 
for a matched savings plan." 
Campus Watch 
The following incidents were reported to University Police from Jan. 18-31. 
Readers with information that could assist in investigating these incidents are urged to 
call 935-5555. This release is provided as a public service to promote safety awareness 
and is available on the University Police Website at rescomp.wusll.edu/-wupd. 
first floor of Millbrook Apart- 
ments #4. The incident remains 
under investigation. 
Jan. 20 
9:54 a.rh. — A food service 
employee reported that between 
6:49 p.m. Jan. 19 and 9 a.m. Jan. 
20 someone forced open a storage 
area at Lopata Hall and stole 
several food items valued at $400. 
Jan. 31 
11:31 p.m. — Two intoxicated 
students were arrested for assault 
after they allegedly struck two 
police officers who were attempt- 
ing to disperse a loud party on the 
University Police also responded to 
12 additional vandalism reports, 
eight additional theft reports, five 
additional peace disturbances, two 
auto accidents, two reports of 
telephone harassment, two reports 
of tampering with vehicles, one 
report of a suspicious person, one 
additional assault, one additional 
burglary report, one fire, one fraud 
report and a false fire alarm. 
Brain BOWl The day before the Super Bowl was settled on the gridiron, students from 26 St. Louis- 
area high schools squared off in a contest of brain, rather than brawn. From left, Ryan Allen, Tommy 
Eiceman, Jonathan Chamberlain and Jeremy Thatcher paced New Madrid County Central High 
School to victory in the first WU College Bowl, sponsored by the University student organization of 
the same name and held Saturday, Jan. 30, in Duncker and Cupples I halls. 
Robert M. Senior, M.D., the 
Dorothy R. and Hubert C. Moog 
Professor in Pulmonary Medicine, 
recently received a Distinguished 
Achievement Award from the 
American Thoracic Society at its 
annual meeting in Chicago. Senior 
was recognized for his research on 
the development of emphysema 
and the role of elastolytic enzymes 
in this process. 
Speaking of 
James W. Fleshman Jr., M.D., 
associate professor of surgery, 
recently made several presenta- 
tions on the status and advance- 
ments of minimally invasive or 
laparoscopic surgery for colbrectal 
cancer. He gave an address titled, 
"Laparoscopy: Where Will It Be in 
10 Years?" at the Colorectal 
Surgery Society of Australia in 
Adelaide, Australia. At the 
Colorectal Surgery Conference in 
Dallas, he spoke on "Laparoscopic 
Left Colon Resection: Avoidance, 
Recognition and Management." 
Most recently, he lectured on 
"Laparoscopic Colectomy for 
Cancer," "Research in Trocar Site 
Tumor Implantation" and 
"Education in Laparoscopic 
Colectomy" at the Laparoscopic 
Colorectal Surgery Symposium in 
Norderstedt, Germany. ... 
Ira J. Kodner, M.D., professor 
of surgery, recently spoke at the 
47th Congress of the Brazilian 
Association of Colo-Proctology in 
Gramado, Brazil. He spoke on 
"Perineal Dissection: Minimizing 
Trauma," "Treatment of Anorectal 
and Anal Perineal Crohn's 
Disease," "The Management of 
Recurrent Rectal Cancer," and "The 
Genetics of Colorectal Cancer." ... 
Jim Severine, manager for 
student facility operations, and 
Brian Crawford, Millbrook 
residential college director, recently 
delivered a presentation titled: 
"The Residential College Concept: 
Residence Hall Facility Develop- 
ment and Renovation" at the 
upper-midwest regional meeting 
of the Association of College and 
University Housing Officers 
conference held at Southwest 
Missouri State University.... 
Elizabeth Vrugtman, lecturer 
in education of the hearing 
impaired at Central Institute for 
the Deaf, recently presented 
"Behavior Management" at the 
Mineral Area Local Administra- 
tors of Special Education's 10th 
annual Paraprofessional Confer- 
ence in Park Hills, Mo. 
To press 
Sukkoo Kim, Ph.D., assistant 
professor of economics in Arts 
and Sciences, had an article titled 
"Economic Integration and 
Convergence: U.S. Regions, 1840- 
1987" published in the September 
1998 issue of the Journal of 
Economic History. The paper 
describes the United States' 
progression from a set of rela- 
tively isolated regional economies 
to an integrated national 
economy. 
Guidelines for submitting copy: 
Send your full name, complete title(s), 
department(s), phone number and highest- 
earned degree(s), along with a description of 
your noteworthy activity, to Notables, c/o David 
Moessner, Campus Box 1070, or e-mail 
David_Moessner@aismail.wustl.edu. Items 
must not exceed 75 words. For information, 
call 935-5293. 
Obituaries 
Isidore Silver, the Rosa May Professor Emeritus 
Isidore Silver, Ph.D., the Rosa 
I I May Distinguished University 
Professor Emeritus in the Humani- 
ties in Arts and Sciences who joined 
the faculty in 1957, died Thursday, 
Jan. 22,1999, at Delmar Gardens 
West in St. Louis. He was 92. 
Silver was the world's foremost 
authority on French renaissance 
poet Pierre de Ronsard 
and centered the 
majority of his life's 
work on the 16th- 
century poet. In 
recognition of his work, 
Silver was named a 
chevalier of the 
National Order of the 
Legion of Honor in 
1985 by then-French 
president Francois 
Mitterand. 
In addition, as a tribute upon 
his retirement from the University 
in 1975, Silver was the first 
American to be honored with the 
French governmental insignia of 
Commandeur de l'Ordre des 
Palmes Academiques. 
He wrote numerous books and 
articles on Ronsard, including his 
collaboration on "The Critical 
Silver: Authority 
on renaissance poet 
Edition of Ronsard," which he 
piloted after the 1949 death of 
celebrated French scholar Paul 
Laumonier, who conceived of the 
project in 1903. 
"What I remember most about 
Iz Silver is his gentility of spirit, an 
old-fashioned politeness which — 
with his engaging smile — made 
one feel comfortable," 
said Joseph Schraibman, 
Ph.D., professor of 
romance languages in 
Arts and Sciences. "In a 
way, he was self-effacing, 
not imposing himself on 
others. He also had a 
profound sense of right 
and wrong and did not 
hesitate to state his views 
clearly and forcefully, but 
always in slow and 
measured voice. I can truly say that 
for us, Iz is unforgettable." 
Silver was born in New York 
City Aug. 13,1906, and educated in 
the city's public school system. He 
graduated with a bachelor's degree 
from the City College of New York 
in 1929 and received a doctor of 
philosophy degree from Columbia 
University in 1938. 
After years of teaching in the 
high schools of New York and 
serving as a research analyst for 
the Second Signal Service Battal- 
ion at Arlington Hall during 
World War II, he joined the faculty 
of Brown University in 1945. 
In 1948, he received a 
Guggenheim Fellowship, which 
enabled him to spend a year on 
intensive study of the works of 
Ronsard and facilitated his work 
in microfilming almost the entire 
body of early editions of Ronsard 
for the Library of Congress. 
Silver joined the faculty of the 
University of Connecticut in 1949 
and spent the 1955-56 academic 
year in France as a Fulbright 
Scholar. 
Silver came to Washington 
University in 1957 as a full- 
tenured professor of romance 
languages. In 1968, he was named 
the Rosa May Distinguished 
University Professor in the 
Humanities. Upon his retirement 
in 1975, he was bestowed emeritus 
status. 
He is survived by his wife of 53 
years, Edith Schuman Silver of 
University City. 
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These will be remembered 
as fractious times in 
health care because of 
physician and patient 
complaints about 
managed care. One man is 
determined to do something 
about them, and his persistence is 
working. This month, BJC Health 
System won the prestigious 
National Quality Award from 
the National Committee for 
Quality in Health Care in 
Washington, D.C. 
William Claiborne "Clay" 
Dunagan, M.D., is an assistant 
professor of medicine at the 
School of Medicine and vice 
president for system quality at 
BJC Health System. He shares the 
frustrations of patients and 
physicians coping with the 
growing pains of an evolving 
health care system. 
"The technical capabilities in 
American medicine are the best in 
the world," said Dunagan, who 
also is co-director of the Center 
Clay Dunagan, M.D., meets with a committee to discuss the use of 
spectrum lab data as part of ongoing efforts to improve the quality 
of patient care at BJC Health System. 
Delivering quality patient care 
Clay Dunagan treats growing pains 
of evolving health care system 
BY CLAIRE CAIN LINZE for Healthcare Quality and 
Effectiveness at BJC. "But we are 
extremely inefficient and our error 
rates are much too high. There is 
quite a gap between what we can 
do and what we actually do." 
Dunagan's professional 
passion is improving the quality of 
care. He defines quality as 
providing care to patients that 
meets their individual health care 
needs in an efficient manner 
consistent with established 
standards of practice. Figuring out 
ways to measure whether health 
care needs are met and the steps to 
improve them is a complex task, 
particularly in a system as large 
and diverse as BJC. But Dunagan 
believes it can be done — by using 
computers, for example, to 
discover which prescriptions 
written each day at Barnes-Jewish 
Hospital deviate from recom- 
mended dosing guidelines. 
Physician's perspective 
In Dunagan's job, having a 
physician's perspective is 
important. "It is very hard," he 
observed, "for an industrial 
quality improvement person to 
walk up to a physician and say, 
'Let me make your bypass surgery 
better.' At the same time, it is very 
easy as a physician to be suspi- 
cious and concerned about efforts 
to dissect processes of care and 
quantitate outcomes. I stand at 
the interface between the people 
who understand how to make 
processes work better and 
physicians, who understand the 
technology of care." 
Daniel Silverman, M.D., vice 
president for clinical effective- 
ness, co-directs the Center for 
Healthcare Quality and Effective- 
ness with Dunagan. "Dunagan 
has a brilliance for seeing the 
science that underlies quality 
health care," Silverman said. 
Dunagan probably understands 
it because of his early training. He 
received a degree in chemical 
engineering from the University of 
Texas in 1978 and was planning to 
get a master's in business adminis- 
tration when he switched to 
medicine. While applying to 
medical schools, he received a 
master's degree in biomedical 
engineering at UT He graduated 
from Washington University 
School of Medicine in 1983. 
He had married Terry Geisse 
Dunagan during their senior year 
in college, and they have four 
children. During an infectious 
diseases fellowship at the medical 
school, Dunagan took time off to 
help at home. 
When Dunagan returned to 
his fellowship, there was not 
enough time to begin his training 
in the laboratory before leaving to 
become chief resident of internal 
medicine at Barnes Hospital. His 
mentor, Gerald Medoff, M.D., 
then professor of medicine and 
of molecular microbiology and 
co-director of the Division of 
Infectious Diseases, paired him 
with Bob Woodward, Ph.D., 
associate professor in the Health 
Administration Program. 
Medoff has high praise for 
Dunagan. "He combines a strong 
work ethic and good organiza- 
tional skills with a singular drive 
to perfection in every task he 
undertakes," he said. 
Fixing the system 
In the Health Administration 
Program, Dunagan developed an 
interest in epidemiology and 
statistics that dovetailed nicely 
with his engineering background. 
Quality improvement, with its 
similarities to health services 
research and epidemiology, 
followed logically. "In infectious 
disease, the process is discovering 
what the etiologic agent is and 
then identifying a specific 
therapy. In quality improvement, 
you look for a specific problem in 
a system, try to make a specific 
diagnosis and fix the system." 
In 1994, Dunagan proposed to 
the newly formed BJC Health 
System that it establish a center 
for measuring and improving 
health care quality. The need for a 
center to integrate assessment 
"He combines a strong 
work ethic and good 
organizational skills with 
a singular drive to 
perfection in every task 
he undertakes." 
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methods and quality research 
efforts throughout such a huge 
system seemed obvious to him. 
Slender, with wire-rimmed 
glasses, Dunagan is, as one 
colleague noted, "a scholar in 
pursuit of the truth." Not a 
strong self-promoter, Dunagan 
prefers collaboration over 
conflict. 
His approach has been 
successful. The Center for 
Healthcare Quality and Effec- 
tiveness has helped attract more 
than $1.4 million in extramural 
funding to the medical school 
and BJC, and itself awards grants 
for developing novel health care 
delivery strategies. The center 
has supported endeavors that 
run the gamut of quality 
improvement concerns, includ- 
ing standardized quality 
assessment strategies, disease 
management programs and 
research projects. Many are in 
collaboration with the medical 
school. Examples include a 
women's and infants' quality 
initiative that lowered caesarean 
rates, a comprehensive heart 
failure program and an infection 
control consortium. 
Dunagan still sees patients 
several months a year and lectures, 
but most of the time he is at his 
computer — reviewing papers, 
proposals and statistics — or in 
meetings. The center acts as a 
consulting group for system 
operating units that need 
improvement. It also identifies 
areas that need assistance and 
helps establish and implement 
guidelines to improve practices 
and resources use most effectively. 
Jazz trombonist 
A native of a small oil town in 
west Texas, Dunagan was an all- 
state trombone player in high 
school and played in a jazz 
ensemble in college. He helped 
found the band "The Hot Docs" 
when he was a medical student, 
and he currently sings in the 
choir at St. Peter's Episcopal 
Church in Ladue. 
Family is another key to the 
balance in his life. A wall in his 
office is covered with large 
framed photographs of his 
children and relatives. He and 
his wife visit relatives often, 
sometimes in exotic locales. 
Achieving quality, Dunagan 
believes, first requires a rigorous 
assessment. 
"You cannot get better if you 
can't tell where you are and how 
far you need to go," he said. "It 
would be like being a track 
athlete and trying to improve 
without measuring your time in 
your event. Once you under- 
stand how you are doing, you 
must change the system. Qne of 
my favorite sayings is, A 
definition of insanity is doing 
things the way you've always 
done them and expecting 
different results.' I think we all 
need to take this to heart." 
Claiborne Dunagan, M.D. 
Education B.E.S., M.S., University 
of Texas; M.D., Washington 
University 
Position Assistant professor of 
medicine; vice president for 
system quality at BJC Health 
System 
Family Wife, Terry Geisse 
Dunagan; four children 
Avocations Family, music, travel 
